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1.8y = On hndi the surrent wilitary altustion in Indochina {8 chavacterised by
& stulemate with heavy fighting in Tankin batween the Franco-Vietnawsse forces
and the Viet Binh and by inceasant gaan-illaw%ype warfare elaezhers in Indo-
ehina, On the ses @l in the sir the French have wndisputed control because
the Viet Hinh do not possens o navy or an air foree, Such & condition is likely
to preveil wnlens the Chineso Comawmiste sotively intervene to insure a Viet
Hinh vietory,
1. French nuval personnel in Indechina consist of 715 officors (.inclming
1 Vietzmso) and 10,541 enliated won (including 435 Vietnemnse), making
total of 12,256, ONI DECLASSIFICATION/RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS ON FILE
Fronch navel foroes 1n Indgohina inclule:
| 20,70
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Frauch uaval forces have beon relatively effective while conducting
smphibiows ralide apd givlné sﬁppme‘h to army elements up the sarious rivers of
Indochina. The limitod cozstel patwols pari‘m;mﬂ heve bssn fairly succossful
in alﬂ.mimting the aaypgliog of controband material. Tha naval forzes hevo &

ery Mtad capebility to combap mﬁ,nw, airarﬂ@wem@mm.Ml E LT e
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are manned by fewer personmel than considered necessary for wartims by U3
standards, ’ ‘ |

As regards tactical diappﬁiﬁhn, the 'h!‘g?x‘ coabatant wnite, CVL,
oD, PG, PCE and ocoasional PG, are ubﬂiud in coaatal patrol. The smaller
mhatant wiits and amphiblous ex'ar‘h are used almost umlmlwly for river
amnphiblous operation. Approﬁ.n’qel& 85 per cent of all vessels are anrl'.iw,
orews mtnting Tron veseel to wssai vhen repalrs sre mm. _

Noither itho Vietnsmsse !&sr the Viet Minh possess nawgl foroes.

la. Kilitary operations in fdhkin during the past six months have
svidenced incressed mpabilitiu -uf‘ the French naval force operating in the
arss, The ovi, ARROMANCHES has ;btdd.dvd additional alr suppert for grownd troop.
and incremasd the effectivensss of maritiue surveillance, lLanding oraft furn-
ishad wder MDAP have pomitt;a& i".ﬁé Pranch to carry out rore amphibious operae
tions. Paﬁrol oraft, also provided under MDAP, have replaced obsolescent French
vossola in coastel blockade and survelllance duties, ¥oveover, there bas been
am imvamsnt in naval ptmnn&l ofﬁcimy through actusl experience both
in oombet and hardling of amphibiovs and other oraft in dengerous inland and
coastal waterways,

Oze important limiting fastor hes been the lack of naval personnel,
Gensrally, the inoreass in the wequisition of vgawls. and equipment has besn
greatar than the inoreszse in personnsl avallable to handle thea,

1b. leoking a navy, the Viet Mivh have besn much constrained by Frouch
neval aotion, The overwater supply routss from Halnan to Annem, uvsed to re~
celve ald from Communist Ohine have bsen abandened for routes in the coastal
ﬁtﬁi’s. of mouthorn Kwangtung or overland roads in south China. There bave been
reports that the ﬂot ¥inh, sesking to overcoms this water hasard, nfm employing
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. Past PT-typs boats, possibly supplied by the Chinese Communists, to ferry aup-
plisa from Hainem, fhoy ars not believed to hdto been very successful because
of closs French meritime surveillance in the ares, |

" lci. The French hav;'continmd to train the Vietnamese on LCVP-type
craft for amphiblous operations, Reports indicate that the Vietnamese are re-
sponding favorably to the training md are capable of participeting in commands
ralds, To date, however, these ti"‘ain_iug activities have not ,_m',t‘teriolly {mproved
over-all Prench-Vietnameas etpabili}!;iuo Althouph the French hﬁ_w a_nnom&ad
plans for the creation of & naval tmining gchenl to be lacated at Kha Trang,
no steps have besn taken tn roenﬂ.‘h ﬁemml or aoquirs the ‘:'mcgaaar,r' rgoilin
ties, “ | . ,

_ i1, 78 sssistance has ba!dn ons of the chief factors in the contimwd
inprovement of the combat cffectivensss of ths French-Vietnamsse forces, The
French Navy in Indoohini., howdvoz‘; &a re::givéd more vessels than it has pei'aona
nel available to man t&u, ) _ |

1a, Although there 5.# no svideace of the existence of & Viet Minh Navy,
tﬁero hawve baen i-apnrts- of‘ Chinese Comwunist naval aid, largely in the form
of training Viet Minh personnel in Ohina in the operation of small oraft and
possibly euluarines, There iz mo evidencs that the Chinese Communiste have
suprlied the Viet Mirnh with minem or sma)l maval oraft {except possibly the PT-
type boats montioned under 1b, above), Naval aid to date has been only of sea-
-ondary importeance im the Chinese Goﬁm&i_nt ald to the Viet Minh,
$2Bs L& 2, Beoauss of their mocqumﬁion with orgarising end training their
own navy, it is unlikely the Chinsgs Copmunists would be able to provide material
and technlesl .assiatmc'e. for organizing o significant Viet Einh nzval force,

Approveﬂm.é’foﬁmmm#ﬁm 2K6Ft0850: 505 inese Commnists can main-
tain and inovease the assistanos in maval training and possibly provide some

mnpowaf' and meteriel,



| L&‘,,, - 1¢ & 25, Sinoe the Chinose Communisty have ‘-mmtsa ro naval combattant
or logistic forses to the Korean campeign, a Korean gmiatiw.uould have no
direct effect on tﬁeir atility to comwit naval forces to an invasion of Indo-
china, The Chiness Commmist Ravy hné avallable for opsrations agalnst Indo=
chine about 132 vessols including one light erulser (preuant status unknom),
nine frigetes, about 70 minor patrol umi’i: of varions types, 44 landing oraft,
and six auﬂliary veasels, In adﬂﬂ,ion, operations could be aided by & largs |
nimber of motor junks snd other na:bma araft which are armed with anti-tnnk
gune end other unorthodox weapons :mﬂ in some cmsos, light.ly ammd. For
 over-water 1ift purposes, as well ss for laying mines, thousands of sea~going
Junke and other native oraft which could be commandesred on uhoi-t; notioce,

The Soviets Nave HOYSQYOYr, ﬁp@h training Ghin&e’ Commumist
subsarine crewaz al ha:lran for over a year, Though there is no evidence that
any subzsrines are yst fully operated by Chinese, 1t is pvs&ible{that ths Chinese
my essums full operational sontrol of submarines at auy tioe, |

| It is highly wlikely, however, that the Chinsss Commmista
would commit a eigmificant portion of this very limited ‘naval potentinl in aid
of the Viet Minh, in view of the risks involved and of the lack of nesd for a
naval affort, In any eveni, the capabilities of ths Chinese Communist Nav;_y for
opsrations in Indochina waters would be limited to:

8. Sneak attacks by a few FY boatez and possibly by a vwery
fow submarinas, .,

k. Angﬁantation of the Viet Minh mining effori, using Soviet
manufactursd moored, gmm, and floating mines lald from miscollansous amall
eraft, and
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the Ghm mainlend to the northern coent of Iudoch:lnao :
~ With regard to g it ia extremsly doubtful that the Chinese
Commmiste would wish to ncnapt the risk of largs-sorle amphibious operationn‘
8o lrmg as there axisted sn sffactive French ses and alr oppenition, not only
to the ':lni_t.tal euphiblous 117% but also to the subsaqusnt sea-borns logistic
support. widch would be requized, Of grester probebility would be inflltration
landing of battalion strength on the lolands and ccast sdjacent o the Chinese
ﬁé&er.’ Howsver, if any nmphibiﬁnn 1if% were undertekesn in support of & lamd
m*ias:l.on; the Chinsse Communist ‘wfc;uld he able to muster suffizlent wessels for
w!m”tavor, émphibdom aupport mu'd deomed necessary. Vessels currently svailabls
%o the Chinese Communiste Zoy auo!,iu an operation {ineluding the landing craft

montionsd above ma woll as commsrcial oraft) apet

12 187 | 1,700 GRT 20,400 GRT

15 1S 400 GRY 6,000 GRT

15 181 125 GRT 1,875 GRT
2 18U 160 GRE 200 GRT

10,000 Small Craft

3ail & Hotor Junks,ste 1,000,000 Tong

72 Fralghters &
Combinstions - 175,424 GRY

50-60 Venasle owned by
Chinese Cowmunists bul under
forelgn vegistry 200,000 GRT
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IgD. ;, 1f Chinose tschniesl and materiel assistence wers maintained at

spproximately the present uature and jevels, Viet Minh naval capabilities would
not bves appreciably affected, |

2. Regardlsss of the situvation in Korea, if the Chiness Commumists
were to lnorease thelr materiel assistance to the Viet Minh to include mines ’
the Viet Minh capab:llity of foreing the French naval forees to abandon the Ton-
kin area would be inecreased.

3. J¢ the Chinese Communiats wors to co@it naval and alr forces for
an ell-out invasion of Indochina, the French would probably be forced to abandon
Tonkin and retire to southern Indochina.
fokbio 1 & 2. Since Viet Kinh lacks a navy, the French would have undisputed
control of the coastnl waters, regardlese of ﬁhe volume of the present type of
Chinege amsistance to the Viet Minh, Gurrently, the French newel forces in
Indochina are fully capable of providing adeguats support for ground activities
along the various rivers, They are algo capable of condusting & fairly effec~
tlve anti-smugeiing cosstal patrol, With‘an increase in present Chinese Come
munist asslstance, however, attrition of French landing craft and small tnits
from mine warfare may bs oxpestod to inoresss.

3. If the Chinese Communists wers to commit naval end air forces to
assist the Viet Minh and to employ mines, French navsl forces would be seriously
threatenad, Should the Franch bs forced to abendon the Tonkin Delta, their
navel actlvities would be largely confined to harassing and interdistion of
enomy supply lines. French navgl forces in Indochine =re especially limited
in thelr capablilities of combatting submarines, sirecreft and mines,
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;&_w Tue Fr.a-nahmv.’:.etnmné foroes are faced with m wanpower problem,
The Prench have sustained heavy casvaltles in the fighting in Indoohina and
are anxlous to create a nabtive rom’; iiapuble of dofending their owmn country.
Training and rwnﬂ.mnt of Viotmmaa to operate stwall anphlbiom eraft can
bs expssted to eon'binm, thore\:y raieaaing Freanch porsozmel for largor voasels,
. The French Navy hu uufﬁciont mnpwar reaervos to mest its pre-
sent force. Thers are now 62,600 dt‘fiwrs and nen on duty, 1:31%1!1::3 the air
are of 10,000; naval reserves munt to 8,000 officers and 190,000 wen, -

_ " The materiel ni.t.mtioh of ths mbim l"ren.ch Bavy hu been iuprovb
ing. Beses and naval faollities mm beon reconstructed and yepelirsd since
the war, and new facilities m 'bﬁimg bullt in Horth Africa, Hew vessels and
squipment are slowly being pxwimid. ¥ith continued MDAP aid the Favy should
be sble to improve its ma.teribi yosition if governmentsl appropriations are
mede to utilise the moductidﬁ diprolty svallable, MDAP materiel which 1a being
supnlied 1n incressing qmnt!.‘biel diract to indoohina should inpmu ths onpa-
bilities of the Fronch—ﬂ@tmau haval forgss, Provided Ghinasa Communiat ald
to the Viet Hinh is not incroased, the Frensh Kavy should be sble to maintain
undisputed oontrol over Indochim waters., -

m Iz for no other reason than its geogrepnic poaition, Indochine is
the key to the uontrol of Southeast Asia, The oontrol of Indoshina by the nssn
mi{or Gommunist China would provide an advance base for pushing international
Communiom throu@oub Southeast Asiag-an area with mportant patural regources
aud situated gatride the air and see routes between the Pacific and Iindian
Oovans, The har!xaora_‘ﬂf Saigon and Halphong snd the anchorage at Cam Ranh afford
g‘ood' hﬁs&é for nava]. forces oparating in the area, ?éare' Indoohina incorporated
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1nto tha sphero af Gomuniat inﬂuencb, tho neamat. good operating baaea
| avaihble to !ﬁ or Iﬂ fomaa ‘would be Au&tralia, the Philippines, and Sinéan
pore, '.l‘ha J.oss of Emrbhawt Asaie 'bo the Gemmim muld alao affeot the
" sconomie ufq ot Japan, Deprived of' uomminl outleta on tho Asintic u:ln- |
land, Japan wonld be foreed to depend chieﬂ;y on-the U5 and the Weot to abnoré
her industrhl out.put or to some to Some teras of agroamsnt with the UISR. an-!/
or Gommiat Ghina.. | Fimlly, a nb:rpm riee-pmdming ares would be available
tofeadﬂhim.-- L
L_G‘ 2 Tha naval hasaa in Iﬂdoehlna wuld ba of uttle nlun and unnecasaaryl
_ for tha defonu of %im.

BeMYS/21 : CIA-RDP79R061012A001000030005-1



| o’ g
Approved Mease 2001/08/31 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000030005-1
SECURTTY INFORMATION
| ‘ e
Jhﬁg 'With regard to Communist thnnae courses of actlon 1 Taine °a Big-

nificant pattern may be discerned, " thia patthfn of“Cémﬁﬁﬁfaﬁ”Cﬁfggaglgid to

the Viet.Minh, consisting of & olsulative and undoubtedly ‘iafned program of
-asaiqtanoe, suggests that the Chiness have adopted the stratbgy of gradually
:mnd:ltioning the Yegt to such 1ntemntion,, Viewed over a 1onp por:lod of time;
this radual military penetration might well, in the end, be tantamount of large~
scale invnaion of Indochina, such as occurred in Korea.

It is possible that fear of US/UN retsliatien in the form of an aiyr
campaign and/br & navel blockade against the entiro Chineae mainland is a detarw
‘ring fector in a Communist Chinese dssision to invade Indochina, However, as
long as the Allled commitment in Korea remaina, it is probable that the Communist
Chinese wuﬁld write of? thd ﬁéssibility of substantial US/UN retalistion, On
Viet Minh, possibly inclwding Chihese wanpower in Viet Minh units, would not be
affected by fear of such retaliation, _ |

The requirements of inteinal con§§1igation in China are not bei’i;;od to
offer any obstacle to the Chinsﬁé‘conmuniata' commitment of 30,000 - 50;600
troops 1n Indochiha and/or continuation of militery suppiies to the Viet Minh,

It 18 believed, however, that the internal secufity sltuation in China might
pravant the Chiness Communists from deploying.a large fbfcs; such as 150,0007
to 250,000 troopa, in Indochins. |

’ Tt i3 B6teved, however, that significant 1mprovnment of ihe “roncheViat=
n&mésa mil&tary and pmlitibal position in Iﬁdochina would pmubably upur Chinege )
communist aid to the Viet Hinh ‘and mipht load to participation by Chinese regulars,

31 l:-CIA-RDP79R01.1ﬁ°2AOO1000030005-1
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© Should the French will to resist weaken because of economic and military
atrains on metropoliten Frahca, 1t.§p§ears certain that the Chineass Comunista

~ would capltalize on the aituation, either by insiasting on trucs talks, of by
gtﬁo‘gpmg to install at the minimm a regims with Gommunist participation in
Indochina. Should neighboring Southeast Asian countries fall under Commumist

control, it is probable that Frnnch«V1etnamose reaistance idﬁlﬂ“enllapueq

K
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IT.a, ~ Inmaéed Ghinesa Communis atwkpﬂin% and “b};‘p;p mm neax. the .
Indochina bordm' would seer to indicate the posg;hmty oi‘ dinet mtmention
by chinase Ccmmmiat forcas on the behalf of the Viel Niph, Th:lo eapability
haa mstqd for sonw time and at px-asm appears tq,be aomefmm'. h:.gz;tmed., The
recent cmqplat:sion of a rail 1ine from Ranning to tha Inclpchin& border at Chw-—
namkuan ag? !'imp-ravmnﬁ in the road swtmbetwam these two cities point to,
the cunti_ml_zation and more likely to an Mcrgaat in material aid to mg Tiet Minh.

Evidence that the Viet Minh forces ars already recelving @ greator flow
of suppli&b was furnished Guring thelr recent attacks against Frendh-hsld peri-
-m in Northern kain In these attacks, the Viet inh ahqwad mch gros’bcr
coordination in their attacks (evidence or improved radio eommicatd.m) and &
readiness which they had not prav:l.ouly demanatrated to expend mnﬂﬁml Irealy.

In addit;gzz to increased loglstic supply to the Viet Minh forces, soae
reports within recent months have suggested the poasibility that the Chinese
Commmnists were strengthening their regular troops in the border area prapua‘bory
to an lovasion of Indochina. B _ ‘

However, so long a8 the struggle does not turn against the Viet Hinhn it
is Jikely that the Chinese will restrict themselves to supplying advisory peern;el
only., Revertheless, ths possibility exists that the Chinese may gradualiy increase
the nunber of "volunteers" now serving with Viet Minh troops and that conbat troops

a5 woll as advisers and technicians may eventually be thus ubilized,
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